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CHATTER X
EDESVILLE: 12© IAN VILLAGE AND TRADING TOST

In the early summer of 1840, Jabish Phillips

Eddy was granted, a license by Major John Beach, Indian

Agent at Agency City, te establish a trading post at

the Sae and Box Tillage of Hard Blah which is now the 
1

heart of Eddyville. He traded with the Indians until 

the treaty of final session in 1842. Mddy was the most 

fortunate of any of the large traders in finding his 

schedule of claims against the Indians very little re­

duced by the Commissioners, whose duty it was, at that

treaty, to adjust all outstanding claims against the 
s

Indiana. ,

SLdy located his post along the Ess Moines 

Elver at a place which Is now the southwest corner of 

Eddyville. At this post he carried on trade with the 

Indians who were living in the Hard Flah village, and 

those living in the village of Kieh-Ke-Kosh.

Major Beach loeated the village of Aieh-Ke- 

Kosh rather Indefinitely when he wrote *• . . some­

where out north of Kirkville, and not over twelve ailes 

distance, on the bank of the Skunk Elver, not far above 

the ’Forks of the Skunk’. Xt was a small Indian 

village of not over fifteen or twenty lodges, presided 

over by a man of considerable influence, though he was 

not a chief, named Kishkekosh. This village was on the
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direct trail - in faet it was the converging point of 

the two trails - from Hard fish Tillage* and the three 

Tillages across the rirer below Ottumwa, to the only 

other permanent settlement of the tribes* whieh was 

the Tillage of foweshlek* a fox chief of equal rank 

with Wapello* situated on the bank of the Iowa River."

While Samuel O. Wiltse was surveying White 

Oak Township* Mahaska County* whieh was completed 

Beeember 18* 1844, he recorded in his field notes and 

on the plat a road running toward the present site of 

Oskaloosa. The notes between Sections 3 and 4 also 

describe a trail running southwest. Between Sections 

18 and 19 is noted the Klsh-Ke-Koah Indian Tillage.

In Spring Creek Township the surveyor noted a trail 

used by the Indians in that early time* espeelally by 

those of the Hard fish village.

Major Beach Btated that the Hard Fish village

was "quite as respectable in size as any of the old

villages." &dy kept a large account book* 525 pages*

in whieh he recorded the names of the head of each

Indian family* the number of members in the family*

as well as a record of his purchases. The accounts

list the total census of the Tillage at 2004 Sac and 
5

fox Indians.
The Indian Tillage extended from the mouth

of Muehakinoek Creek south to Bddy’s trading post.



The two thousand Indians lived in bark tepees and 

wiekiups whieh lined the east hank of the Dee Moines 

Siver. She wickiup frame was made by bending over 

poles that had been set in the ground while the frame 

of the tepee was formed by tying a number o£ poles 

together at the top. She frames were covered with 

bark stripped from elm trees.

In 1906, Mrs, Abigail Grey wrote her girl­

hood impressions of the village in 1842-43: ", • • Ify 

mother and Aunt Mellvain went to the village taking 

myself and two younger sisters with them. Me went 

into some of the houses. They were built by setting 

poles into the ground with a horizontal bar attaohed 

to them to form the frame, and covered by bark peeled 

from Kim trees. Some of the houses had steep roofs 

formed by a eomb pole and severed by bark, 7or beds 

they had stakes set into the ground with horizontal 

poles attaohed to them and the side poles of the frame 

of the house, and bark laid cm, forming a shelf or 

platform against the inside of the house, The floor 

was of sand. The houses were deserted when we were 

there except for fleas and there was evidence of other 

vermin in the oast-off leggins and other garments that 

bad been loft behind when the Indians had gone into 

winter quarters. This was in October 1842, • • •



"The weather was very threatening on that 

cold day in Weveaber and the snow was falling on ns 

sometime before we reached that little log house there 

on the ihichakinock, in the edge of the woods, with a 

clearing in front of the honse where the Indians had 

raised com* There was plenty of skinned trees, from 

which the Indian© had taken the bark, in view from 

the honse.

HI remember how frightened we were when the 

Indians would pass by riding so fast and whooping so 

loud, and how uncomfortable we felt when they would 

crowd into the honse to look at the goods and make 

purchases, and how sometimes all the food would be 

given the Indians if they happened in when mother was 

preparing a meal or had one ready. I hare seen father 

sell them bars of lead and mold bullets for them.

There was no goods kept only such as was suitable 

for the Indians, such as blankets, calico shirts, 

bright colored braid for wrapping the hair, and 

leggins and anraunition. ...

"I will relate a few incidents of the winter 

of 1842-43. ... My mother and some of the squaws got 

on borrowing terms and bartered such things as they had 

to exchange. We got dried com from them, and we still 

hare some bowls made from knots of trees* They were
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▼ery hard and smooth. The squaws would get our Iron 

kettle to wash with. They would stake their fire la 

the ice, oat a hole In the lee to get water frost, and 

do the washing on the lee. We used to watch the little 

Indian beys shoot birds and practice with their darts, 

and a long slender rod shared down very limber, with a 

hall made on one end by cutting sway the weed of the 

handle to the required thickness and elasticity. They 

would throw It in a circular, swinging motion. The 

field in front of our house was a popular place for 

practice. . . ."

In connection with his trading post Hdiy

employed a number of white men te raise melons and

other products which he sold to the Indians. Among

those men were Joshua Smith, Homy Smith, V* <• Herrin,

and William Mellrain who were paid $20.00 per month.

Other white men who traded with Mdy were Jake West,

G. W. d W. G. Swing, Captain Jerry Smith, George Hunt,
.... /....' ■ '▼

W. S» James and Thomas £• Connoly.

T. Chouteau, 3r., d Company were operating

a trading pest at the "Old Garrison", near Ottumwa,

when they were granted an extension te their license

which allowed them te establish a pest at the Hard 
8

Wish Tillage. They erected a email store below Hidy’s 

pest near what is called the old "Webber" fam. The
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store was soon vacated because of the fact that Eddy 

continued to have a monopoly of the Indian trade,

Br. William B. Boss and SLdy were friends 

and it seems possible that Boss’s friend, Mai or 

Jeremiah Smith, is the same Captain Jerry Smith who 

traded with ®Ldy and ran an account up to £L84*49.

Major Jeremiah Smith and Jtv* William B* Boss, in the 

fall of 1833, . • brought each a stock of merchandise

to the "Flint Bills’”, which may be considered the first 

commencement of trade, by the whites, in this now 

flourishing city* At that time the Flint Hills con­

tained but a solitary Indian trading house, perched

upon the Tirer bank, near the site of the old Wisconsin 
10

Hotel, on Water Street.’* Morton MeCarver and Simpson 

S, White had gone to the Flint Hills some months earlier*

Another of Eddy’s debtors was Francois 

Xabussler, interpreter ef Keokuk’s band of Indians.

Eddy gave him two dollars in cash at Agency City, 

September 27, 1840, and charged it to hie account which 

increased it to $83.94. One can almost see the French­

man strutting about in the vest and fur hat, cracking 

the horse whip or playing the Jews-harp he had obtained 

on account from Bddy.
Brea in 1840 wives charged to their husbands* 

accounts* Mrs* George Hunt was limited to fifteen
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dollar®. In one ease a squaw was allowed to charge to 

a white man*® account.

When the Sac and Foxes crowded around Mddy’e 

log store they became intently interested in the bright 

and shining articles that were displayed by Richard 

Butcher and Daniel Madge. The stock had been hauled 

from Burlington aad the rough shelves displayed flashy 

calico* gingham* velvet and flannel doth; gaudy shrouds* 

leggings* blankets and shirts; lead* powder and caps for 

their muzzle-loading guns; tent cloth to replace the 

bark on the wickiups; bright tin pans, cups* buckets 

and kettles; and many other kinds of merchandise that 

appealed to the Indian’s desire of ownership.

Any Indian would willingly trade a coonskin 

for half-a-pouad of bright vermilion paint. Srery 

Indian had to be properly decorated when he went to 

Agency to see John Beach the Agent. Wen more necessary 

was the vermilion when Hard Fish’s delegation made the 

ninety-mile trip to Burlington to meet John Chambers 

the new Governor of the Iowa Territory.

Rlsh-Ke-Kbsh bought goods for the members 

of his village on the Skunk River and as a result his 

account was much larger than any other. At idle Hard 

Fish village the head of each family made purchases 

at the pest. The amount each family could buy on
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account was subject to the somber of members in his 

family and the status of the head of each family*

As a means of illustrating what was sold and 

what the prevailing prices were at that time, the 

account of M©-Kah-Qua, Keokuk’s wife, is here given:
May £5, 1840, coffee, $1,00, 1 large tin kettle, $4*50, 

1 dipper, 50/, 8 skeins silk, $1.00, 1 coffee pot,

$1.00) October 20, 1840, 1 tin bucket, $1.25, 1 shroud,

$6.00; October 21, 1840, 2 yards flannel, $1,50, yarn, 

50/, green pair leggings, $3.00, 1 shirt, $1,00, 2 

bridles, $5.00, 1 pr. blankets, $6.00; May 26, 1841,
34 yards tent cloth, $10,20, 3& yards calico, $1.50; 

Jebruary 6, 1842, 1 string beads, $1.00, 30 yards 
calico, $12.00; dime 10, 1842, 3 shirts, $3.00. Many 

of the Indian accounts wars not as large as the one 

listed above, bat it is a fair example of the average.

Many squaws purchased unusual things such as 

looking glasses, cowbells, parasols and silk. Sone 

squaws were domestic enough to buy hooks and eyes, 

needles, knives and forks and bed cord,

Xftdy was required by the Indian agent to 

keep two separate accounts. In one acoount he recorded 

the purchases that were made by the Indians. In the 

second account he had to record all the purchases of 

stock that he made for distribution to the Indians.
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From those records the Indian commissioners would 

adjust all outstanding elaias against the Indians.
The Indians had been allowed, certain annuities and 

the payment of the trader’s accounts or claims was 

the common method of carrying out the agreement.

All accounts that BSLdy expected to present

to the government for payment were listed in the. • • ' . ‘ • ■ -1 * .
"General Bill." From Bay 25, 1840 until September 30,

1840 the total general bill amounted to $3127.12.

Between October 10, 1840 and September 3, 1841 the

general bill was increased to the sum of $3,199.12.

In addition there was an account against the Hard

Fish village for $44.25, which was charged to the

general bill. The total of the "General Bill"
13

amounted to the sum of $4,393.08. That amounted 

to the "direct relief" the government gave the two 

thousand. Indians in a period of less than two years.
With JELdy earns progress to the Hard fish 

village. The Indian braves saw that by purchases 

from Mdy’s stock they could lighten the work of the 

squaws. She first things Bddy sold the Indians were 

six pairs of chains, three back-bands, three collars 

and two plows. The squaws could go to work and plant 

the com crop which was two weeks behind schedule.

Some of the Indians bought coffins from 

Eddy and in this way they changed the method of
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burying their dead. In all of the oonsaon methods of 

burial the cadaver was exposed above ground and regard­

less of what method was used "the late lamented need 

not have gone many days on his journey to the Happy 

Hunting Ground, ere his presence could be smelt much 

farther than It was felt, especially with the wind la 

your favor, Shakespeare's Caliban, renowned for his 

'very ancient and fish-like smell*, was a very garden 

of roses compared to an active cemetery,"

Sard Slab established his village of Sae 

and Fox Indians on the Bes Koines Biver at the present 

town of Wdyville and remained there until after the 

Treaty of 1842, by whieh they were to give up their 

lands and move westward. In the summer of 1937 a 

group of interested citizens of Eddyville erected a 

moanaent in honor of Chief Sard Fish and commemorating 

the founding of the Indian village in 1837. Governor 

Eels on G. Kraschel dedicated the memorial during
15

"Pioneer Says" which were held August 2-3, 1937.

During the residence of the Sac and Foxes 

on the Dee Koines Biver, a bitter feud existed between 

the two factions known respectively as "Keokuk’s Band" 

and the "Black Hawk Band". The latter recognized 

Wishe-co-aaque, or Hard Fish, as their Chief and the 

direct successor to Black Hawk, Hard Fish’s band was
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composed mainly of Sacs who had taken part In the Black
Hawk War. The ill feeling "between the two bands was

due primarily to the fact that some of the whites

recognized Keokuk as the Chief over all the Sacs and

Poxes and granted him the right to administer the

annuities. Bard Pish believed that Keokuk did not

Txeo's&rly administer the annuities so he and his band

omitted no ceeasicn te find fault with Keokuk’a
16 ' . /

administration. /

Hard Pish became the leader because of 

ability to handle the most turbulent Sac and Poxes 

after the Black Hawk War. Although Hard Pish and his 

band did not have the best of feelings toward Keokuk, 

they conducted themselves with the best of faith, toward 

the government.

After the removal of the Sae and Poxes to 

that portion of the Bee Heines Valley above Red Sock, 

in what is now Marion County, Hard Pish established 

his village near the month of the Baseon River. There 

he lived with his band from Hay i; 1843 until October 11, 

1846. Soon after this the tribes left Iowa and Hard 

Pish left with them. Hard Piah was an Indian of great 

force of character and controlled with great skill and 

prudence a large band of Sac and Poxes.

While the Indians were preparing to leave 

their home at Bldy’s trading post, the trader realized
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that It would he necessary for him to replace the Indian 

trade by some other Beans. Be knew that the "Hew Par- 

ohase" would open for settlement. Hay 1, 1843, so he 

planned, to take advantage of any opportunities that 

might come his way. Eddy was satisfied to think that 

his post would be on a route through which many people 

would travel, both by land and water, as they same to 

settle the opened territory. He realised the advantages 

that were his, so he began making preparations to greet 

the people as they were to find their way up the Pea 

Moines River Talley*
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Footnotes; Chapter X
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6. Mdyville Tribune. October 26, 1906. See complete 
letter ae written by Mrs. Abigail Grey in the 
Appendix,

7. J. P. Bddy’s Account Book.

8. Western Historical Company, op. cit.. p. 364.

9. "Flint Hills" was an early name for Burlington.

10. J. B. Bewhall, A Glimpse of Iowa JLn 1866. Burlington, 
1846, p. 71.

U. J. P. Eddy’s Account Book.

12. Ibid.

s©« portions of the "General Bill" in the 
Appendix.

14. Mayville Tribune. August 10, 1906.

15. Ibid.. August 5, 1937.

16. A. R. Fulton, The Red Men of Iowa. Bes Moines,
1882, p. 243.

17. Ibid.
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CHAPTER II
EDDYVILLE: THE PIBST DECADE

Eddyville is located in three counties: the 

northwest corner of Wapello County. the northeast 

comer of Monroe County» and. along the southern border 

of Mahaska County. The business district and the 

largest proportion of the residential district is in 

Wapello Coxmty. The town is about ten Biles from 

Oskaloosa, fourteen Biles fro® Ottumwa, and fourteen 

Biles from Albia, the respective county seats of 

Mahaska. Wapello, and Monroe Counties.

The Indian village of Wlsheeomeque became 

known as Eddyville when the town site was laid out and 

named by Jabiah Phillips Eddy in 1843. It is tradition 

that Bidy and his wife. Elizabeth drew cuts to deeide 

the name of the town. Had Elizabeth won the name 

would have been Elizabethtown.

The land of the Hard Pish village contained

one hundred and twenty-nine and forty-eight hundredths

acres which the trader purchased from the United States 
1

for $161.86. The owner visioned a flourishing town 

and laid out the part of his land that was along the 

Dee Moines River into a town cite seven blocks north 

and south and five blocks east and vest. Eddy expected 

a business district to be developed along the north side



of the public square which he placed in the center of 

the town plat, The surreyor, Walter Clement, was 

instructed to make Main Street wider than any other 

street to provide for future development.

The vision of the business district around 

the public square faded when the coming business men 

followed the exanple of Sdy and built business houses 

along the river front. By 1860 there were three blocks 

of buildings established on ftront Street. It was not 

until the coming of the Keokuk and Bes Moines Talley 

Kailroad in 1861, that the firms began erecting buildings 

along Walnut Street, as they arc today. Isaac Shields 

was the first to move his double frame store from the 

river front to where the Bunker Grocery and Surbuer 

Cafe now stand, and everyone thought that "She Wild 

Irishman," as he was familiarly called, was crazy for 

moving to that location.

The river was much used those first year* for

transportation. Then, too, the government road crossed

where fflLdy had his second store and turned south along

the river. The fording place was Just south of the

present highway bridge and was considered as the best

ford along the river. It was hero that Bldy operated

a ferry after he had been granted a license by the 
S

County Commissioners in 1844. The ferry was operated
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until the tell bridge was completed in 1853. Mdy’s 

ferry was the first one licensed in Wapello County and 

he was permitted to charge the following rates: Man,
6^#; man and horse, 18ftf two horses and wagon, 

four horses and wagon, 50tf> cattle, 4£; hogs, 2^.

Spanish and Mexican coins were very common in those 
days* She bit piece was valued at 12iff» X half-bit,
6i#, was the ferry rate for one Ban*

Eddyville was strategically located at the 

intersection of the See Moines Siver and the old Indian 

trail leading east to Burlington and west to Council 

Bluffs* It was on the shortest route across the state 

and many people travelled through the settlement* In

connection with the advertisement of a ferry at Eanes-
4

viUe the newspaper published at Andrew, Jackson County,

in 1846, gave this advice to immigrants: "If you are

going the northern route, via Iowa City and Bes Moines,

your best point to outfit for the west Is Iowa City;

but, if you are going the southern route, via Burlington

and Eddyville, you can outfit at either Burlington or

Eddyville, and you can outfit to as good advantage at 
9

Eddyville as at Burlington."

Many people crossed the river at that place 

by fording or by ferry and it was not long before the 

need of a bridge was seen. In 1930 the ^hoxvillg. £om^ 

reproduced a handbill of 1850 which called for a mass
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meeting at Eddyville to consider the possibility of
e

erecting a bridge across the Sea Moines Hirer ♦ She

handbill was signed by a amber of well-known pioneers 

of the surrounding counties* She bridge was not com­

pleted until eight years after the mass meeting*

She first honse erected on the town plat was 
a double log house which Mdy built and used both as a 

dwelling and store* Shis was on the comer of front 

and Main Streets where the Batcher Building stood 

years later*

W. C. Herrin, father of Mrs, John Linderman, 

was one of the men who worked for the Indian trader in 

1841. Sixty-five years later, at the age of ninety 

years he wrote: "In 1840 Eddy built a trading post

with Joys Smith and wintered there* Smith’* wife was 

the first woman that was there. Myself and two other 

men went there In 1841, and made 7,000 rails and fenced 

ninety acres of land that year, Mrs, ffldy came and 

stayed awhile in the fall, I mowed ay family to Eddy­

ville and it was the third family that was there, Macel 

Vance and family moved there in 1842 and were the fourth 

family, John B, Grays was the fifth family. I moved 

from there In 1842. I moved back in the spring of 1844 

and stayed until the spring of 1865, In the spring of 

1841 I saw 5,000 Indians at the Indian village. Shore 

was five white men there then. W. C. Herrin."
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J • P. Bddy stayed in the town that he had

founded until 1845. The town was being settled quite

rapidly* hut he wished to sore to a more thriving
oomaunlty. His ehief problem was to dispose of the

property that he had accumulated. Barly in 1845 he

sold hie business to Erasmus Barwin Pish of Hauvoo*

Illinois. To dispose of his real-estate holdings he

granted to Richard Batcher* his store clerk* a power

of attorney with instructions to farm his land couth 
8

of town and sell a portion of the town lots. The 

remaining real-estate was to be taken ears of by an 

agreement with hr. William B. Boss and S. B. fish* 

whereby they were to be co-partners in the sale of 

town lots.
Eddy’s agents. Boss and Blah* sold the lots

along the river for an average of about $50.00 each.

The partnership of Boss and Fish was dissolved with

the death of Pish. Boss and Hr. P. H. Book, administrators

of fish’s estate* deeded the unsold property to J . P.

Eddy and Joseph Addison Bddy who were business partners

in St. Louis. She Bddys had to find another agent to

sell their remaining real-estate. Hiram Berdan v£ ***

Tork* for whom Berdan Street is named* was selected to 
11

be their agent until their holdings were sold.

Eddy* his wife* Elisabeth* and daughter*

Barilla, left BldyviUe for St. Louis, Missouri in 1845.
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There he established a firm of wholesale and commission

merchants. Joseph Addison Bidy and lewis Beach had

already established a dry goods business in St* Louis 
12

at 151 Kain Street. The two firms were seen merged 

and became known as J. P. Mdy and Company.

Richard Butcher and William Q&x opened a store 

in 1846 in a log building which stood west ot the 

present Johnson House. Prom this building they moved 

to a frame structure along the river until Butcher built 

a two-story brick building* This brick building was 

torn down by Sim Brown, a dentist, who used the bricks 

to build the present post-office building*

Butcher made a great deal of money which 

resulted in considerable litigation after his death. 

Goaer S. Bavies, Blit or of the Kansan. Concordia,

Kansas, wrote the following description Qt Butcher:

«* • « he was a very rich man of those days, especially 

in the minds of us young fellows that had nothing.

We looked upon him as a cold-blooded financier, bent 

on making more money, and keeping all of it. But he 

completely stunned aH of us when the occasion revealed 

the gracious, generous, true character of the man*

When the news came of the great conflagration that 

visited Chicago, in 1871, Bisk Butcher promptly sent, 

without solicitation or request, his contribution of 

of $1,000 to the relief of the sufferers. Although I
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was than but a boy of 16 years of ago* I was deeply 

impressed fey sash a generous act of charity - a thousand 

iox^. in w P«iT. «
money to giro away."

Older eitisons of Sayville toll a story about 

Butcher. It seems that he took a bolt of cloth from the 

counter of his store to show a prospective customer.

When told the price per yard the customer ashed* "Don’t 

yon think it is a little high?” Butcher picked up the 

bolt of cloth* tossed it upon the top shelf and retorted* 

”Xtrs a damn site higher now."

In 1846* I. B. Hewhall wrote the following

quaint description of the Tillage: "Eddyville occupies

the site of an old Indian Tillage and trading post* on

the >00 Moines Biver. It woo laid off by J. 3?. Eddy,

Esq..* the late Indian trader* now of St. Douds. The

site is eligible and beautiful in the estrone. Xt is

destined in a few years* to command a vast trade with

tho surrounding country. The buildings in Mdyvllle*

in proportion to their numbers* will not suffer by a
comparison with any other in the Territory. Several

brick warehouses are already in the process of 
14

aonotamottan**
Hewhall’a description was no doubt true. His 

predictions were carried out for many years. Eddyville 

developed rapidly until after the Civil War. She
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settlers seemed to heed the advice, if they gave it any 

attention, of the man who had written the emigrant’s 

directory, Some of the emigrants valued the guide 

hooks as illustrated by the faet that the family of 

J. «* Wylie still have the hook that Mr. Wylie brought 

to Eddyville in 1843.

When the lew Purchase was opened for settle­

ment assay people rushed into the valley of the Pes 

Moines liver. Bren though they were not allowed to 

settle in the territory before It was opened officially, 

many entered ahead of schedule and loeated the place 

they planned to claim when the land was to he opened. 

Each settler was allowed to claim 160 acres and had to 

pay the prevailing price of $1.25 per acre.

Wot all of those that came into the new 

territory had intentions of living on a farm, like 

most new cowunitieo of that period, Eddyville had her 

share of those who planned to sell their goods and 

services to both those who passed through and to 

those who settled in and around the town. There were 

others who expected to claim some land and keep it for 

future sale and at the same time establish a business 

in the town.
In the short period that followed the opening 

of the land for settlement, many claimed Xan-5 or both 

sides of the river near Eddyville. Of all the farms
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that were claimed only two of them remain in title to 

the family of the original owner. The land, along the 

river was claimed more rapidly than that farther from 

the river. The set tiers sacrificed hotter land in 

order to he near a means of transportation. They pre­

ferred the land that Was covered with a heavy growth 

of white oak timber. She timber was needed to build 

log cabins, bams, sheds and rails for fences, later 

they learned that the "white oak soil" is land of low 

fertility* She most fertile was the last to he claimed. 

The host land was away from the river bluffs and hills, 

level land would have to he drained and settlers chose 

the hills and bluffs. Some of the farms in the locality 

have had the best of management while others have been 

exploited until much of the productivity of the soil 

has been lost*
The first hotel in Eddyville was opened by 

Martin Tucker in the Indian Council House that had 

been built by the government while the Indians were at 

the Hard Fish village* It was located on the site now 

occupied by Bill dalber’s produce house. When Tucker 

rebuilt the hotel it became known as the Union House.

In 1849 he sold the hotel to Hr* and Hrs. Beaan Snow, 

grand-parents of Mrs. Carter, who operated it until 

sold to John Wilkins. Hrs. W. W. belong was bom in
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that hotel and now has the distinction of being the 

oldest living woman In Mayville who was bora in the 

town.

The first blacksai thing to accomodate the 

settlers In and around Mayville was established by 

J. T. Wylie and J. W. Caldwell who drove there In a 

covered wagon containing the old fashioned hand-bellows, 

an anvil and the usual staple tools of an early black­

smith shop. They purchased Lots 1 end 2 of Block 3 

from Eddy for $150.00 and located their shop. The 

Wylie lots, as they are still known, are south of 

Van Boon’s store. The family of J. T. Wylie has the 

complete blacksmith records that the pioneer black­

smith kept. There are eight large ledgers filled with 

accounts of people and firms that have been long since 

forgotten, it least a dozen pages wore devoted to the 

records of the Western Stage Company. He sold plows 

to the farmers and the price depended upon the weight 

of the plow. Jfech plow sold for about twelve cents par 

pound. Wylie erected a cabin on the lots just north of 

his shop and lived there for sometime. The last people 

to use it as a residence were Mr. and Mrs. Summer lot.

Opposite the blacksmith shop on Lot 2 Block

4 was a dwelling house built by Samuel Calhoun in 1843­
16

44. By a bill of sale Calhoun sold the property to 

J. 1. May July 12, 1844. Mdy then sold the property
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to Hleholas H. Scribner who operated, it aa a hotel

under the name of the Valley House.

One of the first houses built in Mayville 
16

was that erected by John J. Qately on Lot 8 Block 8. 

The building was rebuilt and in 1906 was the residence 

o£ Hrs. Mintonye. , ,

She tom lots that sold for $15.00 in 1845 

are the lots ’.ahieh are the most valuable today. She 

changing of the business district from along the river 

front to the present location made the once almost 
worthless lots the most desirable today. Shoes that 

sold at a premium in steamboating days have been 

abandoned.
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1. Beeora A .. p. 19, Wapello County Recorder’s Offiee.
2. £&&&•» >♦ 27 (plat of town)

3. Conn Isa loner’s Record, July Meeting, 1444, County 
Auditor’s Office.

4. Kanesville was the early name of the present city 
of Counoil Bluffs.

5. BI&yYilie Tribune. May 31, 1931.

6. Knoxville Journal. Jubilee Biition, September 25, 1930.

7. B3.dyvil.le Tribune. August 10, 1906.

8. Record A.. p. 45, County Recorder’* Offiee.

9. Xbia.. p. 48.

10. Record R .. Wapello County Recorder’s Office.

11. Record Q .« Wapello County Recorder’s Office.

12. J. B. lewhall, A, Glimpse of low In 1846. Burlington, 
Advertisement directory.

to. MzWJtg Jwe 4, 1936.

14. Bewhall, op. oit.. p. 43.

15. This is the Calhoun referred to in the letters 
written by Mrs. Abigail Gray and Mrs. Sara Morris.
The complete letters may be found in the Appendix.

16. A more complete aeeount of the various homes and 
business establishments is given In the Appendix.
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Walnut Street in Eddyville in 1874, looking west

1903 flood at highest, corner Walnut and Third, showing 
Pidgeon Sisters Millinery, Levi Baldwin residence heyond. 
Meat Market sign is on the Nosier Building with the Lafferty 
Marble Works beyond.
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CHATTER XU

edbtville mrnxsG the civil hae

When J. P. Eddy laid, out the town he deeded the 
1

Public Square and the streets and alleys to the public.
The land between Ptont Street and the river was given to 

the tome with the expectation that it would be used as a 

landing place for steamboats and other river traffic. The 

business firms along the river built a wharf in front of 

the Butcher and Cox store* which was referred to as 

Butcher’s Landing.

By 1858 there was so such activity end confusion

on the quay that the wharfinger appealed to the City

Council for wharfage regulation. She council acted and

passed Ordinance Bo. 22, entitled an "Ordinance for the 
2

Protection of the Wharf of the City of Eddyville.”

Vlatboats and steamers were used cm the Bes 

Moines Mver from the time Eddyville was founded until 

the Civil War. Hany from around the town seat their 

products down the river by boat rather than by wagon 

overland. She steamboats would bring the freight up 

the river for less money than the overland haulers. 

Overland freight rates from Burlington to Eddyville 

amounted to 50# per hundred pounds. The river was the 

main means of transportation until the railroad came to 

Eddyville in 1861.
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Mishaps often accompanied the flatboat journeys 

down the river to St. Louis. On© of the town’s merchants 

started, for St. hauls with 1200 bushels of wheat la 1848. 

His flatboat struck a rook and the whole cargo was lost 

In the Bes Moines Elver. A few years later Benjamin H. 

Balmer, publisher of the Eddyville 3ftrss Press, rigged out 

a flatboat with sails, which he sailed the "Ben Buster", 

and mads a safe journey to 3t. Louis.

At the time the wharf was being used a large 

steamboat warehouse, 40 X 100 feet, two and a half stories 

high stood at the mouth of Muchakinoek Greek. The ware­

house had served Its purpose when the steamboats quit

running and was used as a beef and pork peeking plant 
8

from 1865 to 1875.
The people were interested In the early rail­

roads of Iowa. Those who believed la them thought the 

railroads would inorease land valuations, help build up 

the thriving town, sake money for those who invested in 

railroad bonds and would inorease transportation and 

communication facilities. The interest became quite 

intensive after the Keokuk, ft. Bes Moines and Minnesota 

fiailway began construction at Keokuk September 9, 1856.

As early as September 5, 1859, the City Council 

appointed Aldermen Allison and Boyd to report the
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"expediency of the City of Eddyville granting the right 

of way through the city to the Keokuk, Ft. Des Koines and 

Minnesota Bailroad Company or any other company and of 

talcing stock in said company or any other company.*

Other railroads were considering a rente through
Eddyville as evidenced by the fact that on October 8, 1859,

the city connell voted $48.00 for the purpose of hearing

the expense incurred by the Iowa, St. Paul and Minnesota

Bailroad Company in waking a survey through the city and 
5

for a lithograph of the survey.

On February 20, 1841, the City of Eddyville

entered into a contract with the Keokuk, Ft. Mas Koines

and Minnesota Bailroad Company wherein it was agreed to

allow the road the right of way through the town, The

Council reserved the right to regulate the speed of trains

through the corporate limits of the city, but agreed that

the rate of speed would not be established at less than 
4

six miles per hour.

The railroad reached Eddyville on schedule.

May 1, 1841, and there its progress up the Ges Koines Valley 

ceased until the war was over. She railroad and Eddyville 

played an important part in the Civil Mar, During the war 

the terminus of the most westwardly railroad in Iowa was 

at Eddyville.

Many of the older citizens of Eddyville have 

told interesting stories of how the soldiers marched there
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from Des Moines and. western parts of the state to entrain. 

While waiting for trains to take them to camp they would 

drill in the northern part of town. Young boys would 

gather around the soldiers and listen to the tales of war 

and as a result many of then became so iabued with 

patriotism that they Joined the army of the blue. Seventy- 

nine of the Eddyville men who Joined the Union Army lost 

their lives as a result of the Civil War. For a town of 

less than 2000 people it seems that Eddyville furnished 

more than her share of soldiers in the war to "save the 

Union.*

The railroad built a roundhouse and turn-table 

on the site of the present stockyards. The stockyards 

were loeated about five blocks south of their present 
location. Many earloads of stock left Eddyville during 

the Civil War. People drove hogs and eat tie from central 

and western lews to be slaughtered at Mdyville or shipped 

by train to other markets. Grain and feed were hauled for 

miles around the town to the railroad for shipment.

During the Civil War Mdyville had a great 

variety of business enterprises which enjoyed one of 

the most prosperous periods in the history of the town. 

William H. Dunlap, a prominent Eddyville merchant from 

1846 to 1875, wrote the following description of the town 

in 1865: "... Being situated in the midst of one of

the finest agricultural districts in the Garden of the
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Great West, it has a large and increasing trade. The city 

contains nine wholesale and. retail Ary gods stores, four 

wholesale and. retail grocery stores, one wholesale and 

three retail ahoe stores, one wholesale and one retail 

hardware store, one leather store, two saddlery stores,

one plow factory, one woolen manufactory and one extensive 

pork and beef packing plant, and many other branches of

trade, all in a prosperous condition. There are four 

schools and five churches in the place, all in a flourishing

condition. Sone of the church buildings are as oommodious
7

and tasteful as any in the state.”
The Iowa Stage Company operated at Mdyville in

8
1848-49. This company was taken over by John Frink and 

Company in 1850, The latter company operated a line 

through the town from Ottumwa and carried the mail along

the route* Walter Cross was the agent of the company at
9

Mdyville. In 1853 the Western Stage Company bought out 

the lines operated by John Frink and Company,

In 1865 the Western Stage Company purchased the 

lots now owned by the £yatt family, For one of the lots.

Io. 7 of Block 18, the Western Stage Company paid John K. 

Fish $400,00 on February 1, 1865. On let 7 and other 

lots of the same block they built a large stage barn and

operated lines to railroad terminals. From Mayville the

Western Stage Company operated a line westward through

Albia, Chariton, Osceola, Afton, Frankfort and Glenwood
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to Plattsmouth, Hebrasla, a distance of 215 miles. She

office of the stags Mae was looated la the Siemens
House, a hotel of which A. Cowan and Son were the 

11
proprietors.

She facilities ef the stage line were used 

before and during the Civil War. Many soldiers who en­

trained ease by stage and many who were on furlough same 
by train to Bidyville and rede In the stage coaches to 

their destination.

When the Civil War was over Eddyville counted

her soldiers who had died In service and found that she 
12

had lost a total of T9 men. Hany of her soldiers were

members of the Thirty-Sixth Iowa Infantry and It was with

this Company that 26 of the sen died In, or as a result

of, the Battle of MarVs Mills. Among the soldiers in

that infantry that survived the battle and the war were

V. I. Balmer, B. 7. Gordon, J. H. Killer, George Myers,
13

H. G. True and John Summer lot.

George B. Hogan was the Department Commander 

when the charter was granted March 15, 1863, at Hewton, 

to the John Wilcox Bost, Vo. 138, Department of Iowa, 

whloh was looated at Mdyville. John Wilcox enlisted 

as a sergeant In the 7th Iowa Infantry; was wounded at 

Belmont, Missouri, then promoted to the rank of Second 

Ideutenant Vovember 22, 1861, from which he resigned 

September 26, 1862. Wilcox then joined the Seventh
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Cavalry and was commissioned Captain of Company B April
15

27, 1863, and from that rank to Major November 27, 1865.
16

AU of the charter members of the G. A. R. 

post are dead, the last surviving member was the late 

Bryant Bell* The last surviving veteran in the locality 

of Mdyville was George Heki who died during the summer 

of 1937. George and his brother, Bryant, were the last 

two veterans from Mdyville, They knew Abraham Lincoln 

when Lincoln and the Hekl brothers, as boys, lived in 

Springfield, Illinois,

At the close of the Civil Mar, while the spirit 

of patriotism was still high, an enterprising promoter 

started a movement to erect a monument to Mdyville* s 

soldiers who had died in service. The promoter soon 

collected between six and seven hundred dollars from 

friends and relatives of the seventy-nine veterans who 

have their names inscribed on the pedestal of the memorial. 

He had local marble cutters erect the base and the pedestal 

which bears the names while he went east to find a fitting 

statue to place upon the pedestal. The people never sear 

the man or the money again.

The unfinished monument stood in the park for 

almost fifty years before any action was taken to complete 

it. By that time the names on the monument had become 

almost obliterated by wind and weather* Then John A, 

Lafferty made a proposition to the local G. A. R. Tost
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in which he would, hare the stone repolished, the names

thereon reout, and. complete the monument with a statue

of a Civil War soldier standing at attention on top v£

the pedestal, all for the privilege of putting the name

of his father, 1st lieutenant T. Jefferson Lafferty,
17

on the capstone, as a tribute to his father. She 

offer was accepted and the memorial completed in 1911. 

She monument still stands as completed except for the 

fact that someone broke the bayonet fm the musket 

and it now appears as a carbine. She statute stands 

at attention facing the Southland where seventy-nine 

of Eddyville’s soldiers died.
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Eddyville Grade School Rebuilt and Enlarged in 1899

Lower: The John Leggett Sawmill which stood just east of the 
Rock Island Depot. The two-story brick with the chimney is 
the first public school, built in 1858-9. The frame leanto 
on the west and the engine room on the north were added by 
John Leggett. Men shown from left to right are Ed Leggett, 
Will Homer, Will “Forty'’ Ross and Frank Johnson.
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CHAPTER 17

EDDYVILLE SCHOOLS AID CHURCHES

The one thing in whioh the people of Mdyville 

have the greatest interest la the public school system. 

Hany of the community activities are centered at the 

school. The Parent-Teachers Association, the Alumni 

Association and the various school organisations are 

very active. School traditions are highly prized and. 

as a result those who have attended, the school always 

seen to have the desire to keep in close contact with 

their favorite institution. Those who honor the 

traditions are willing to make sacrifices in the way 

of public taxation for improvement of the school plant. 
The latest addition is the new $30,000 Auditorium- 

Gymnasium which was dedicated in May, 1938, and it is 

proudly presented as another reason why the patrons 

believe they have one of the finest systems in the state.

The history of the schools is traceable back

through a period of 95 years to 1843 when J. P. Bddy

built a community hall on Lot 3 Block 7 to be used for 
2

public school and church purposes. It was in this 

building that Halter Clement, later county surveyor, 

began the process of educating the pioneer children. 

Eddyville grew quite rapidly and the need for additional 

school room required the renting of facilities in various 

parts of town. l-



Between 1845 and 1859 Eddyville was & sub­

district of the Columbia Township District. The schools 

were in charge of a board of officers and directors made 

up of such non as Homan Snow, Walter Clement, James 

Hosier, James Workman and David Campbell.

On April 23, 1859, the citizens who were

eligible to vote responded to a proclamation Issued by

Mayor Benjamin Sleasnons and voted on the proposition as

to whether Mayville “shall constitute a separate district 
8

from the Township district for school purposes.” The 

proposition carried and the Independent District thus 

began. In 1859 the district built a small two-story bride 

building at the corner of Sixth and Mill Streets and used 

it for school purposes until 1869. This building was used 

during the summers by private teachers who conducted what 

was known as “pay schools*. The last teacher was a German 

pedagogue named Huering. Being a strict disciplinarian 

the students promptly dubbed him “Old fury". He eoUeeted 

a sum of money from about a dozen families and went east 

to buy books and never returned. In 1874 the Board of 
Hduoatlon sold the building to J. S. Caldwell for $300.00,

- rt. + '
taking in payment an organ valued at $200.00 and a note 

for the remainder. The old bell that had called the 

youngsters to school for ten years was finally sold to the 

Methodist Church in 1879. Caldwell sold the building to 

Hd Leggett in 1879, who in turn, with John Leggett, made 

it into a saw sill.
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1865 it became necessary to hare four schools 

to accomodate the increased numbers of children. There 

was a Catholic Church and school on the west side of the 

street between the residences of Klein and Traister. Here 

a school was taught by Katharine and Mary Welch, daughters 

of Michael Welch, through the Civil War to 1869. Several 

Protestant children attended the school because their 

parents objected to a number of negro students being in 

attendance at* the other school.

Another school building used in 1865 was the 

two-story gravel house, Known as the “Gravel Shop”, at 

the corner of Fourth and Mm Streets. A fourth building 

was the two-story frame. Known as the “Old Planing Mill", 

whieh steed at the earner of Fifth and Walnut Streets.

At times the old Presbyterian Church was used as a class

room as was a portion of the house now occupied by William
6

Schaefer. H. 1. MeOinitle had daily sessions of his
T

select school in “Old Benedict Hall" in 1865 and 1866.

Some of the early teachers in the schools 

previous to 1869 were: Daniel Tan Hess, Mr. Shane,

Maggie MeCloney, Bow O’Hara, John Piper, Miss Bishop,

Mrs. Hull, Walter Clement and Mrs. Het Johnson.

The increased need for additional room caused 

the Board of Directors to bond the district for $10,000 

and that with some accumulated funds was used to purchase 

the present school site and build a three-story brick



Old Eddyville School, 1869 to 1899

Lower: Eddyville High School Built in 1917
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building in 1869. The building cost a total of $18,000

and was ready for use in the fall of 1869. When opened
It had two primary, two intermediate and sae grammar 

9
and high school class rooms*

The new building was considered to be one of

the best in the county and as the district was enlarged 

students ease from the Belaboring farms to attend school. 

In less than twenty years after the school was built it 

had to be rebuilt. Some people objected to the proposed 

bonding of the district to make such changes that seemed 

unnecessary* Those who favored reconstruction argued:

"♦ • * that the present building as everyone knows is 

entirely too hi^h for the foundation upon which it rests. 

The building is not only shaly but is very inconvenient 

as well as damaging to the health of both scholars and 

teachers. Climbing those steps into the air is too 

much to impose upon scholars when our district owns as 

much as our district does. The plan proposed is about 

as follows* The present building is about 40 X 60 feet, 

three stories high. The plan outlined by the Board is 

to take the third story off and erect a wing on the 

south of the main building about 35 X 65, the down 

floor to be rods with two rooms and the top floor to 

be used for the Hi$i School with a recitation room.

This arrangement would add more room to the building, 

which is badly needed, and at the same time make a
10

building that would be secure and much more convenient."



With such thoughts in mind the Board submitted 

the question of bonding the district for $6,000.00 which 

passed by^a margin of 165 to 118 in the March election 

Of 1898.

All of the indebtedness of -the district had

been paid by March, 1916 so again the district was

bonded to build the present High School building at a 
12

cost of 525,000. Basketball was becoming a favorite 

sport at that time in southern Iowa so a gymnasium 

was included in the plans for the new building. Ebe 

present "cracker box* was at its beginning the best 

gymnasium in three counties.

She enrollment in the public schools in 1875 

was the same as in 1915, being 222. More significant 

is that in periods of five year intervals between

those two dates the lowest enrollment was 308 in 1910
IS

while the highest was 345 in 1895. Boring the same 

period the number of people in the district of school 

age gradually decreased to about 40 per cent of the 

number at the beginning of the period. In spite of 

the decrease the enrollment stayed rather constant.

Shis was due primarily to the fact that a greater 

proportion of those who were of school age attended 

school, stayed for a longer period and were gradually 

given better opportunities to attend school. The first 

class to graduate fro® high school, In 1885, was made



up of only four members while the class following, with 

fluctuations, has steadily increased until at the present 

time the graduating classes hare as many as 35 members.

The local tax levy for school purposes has

increased gradually from 10 mills in 1874 to 15 in 1881, 
15

to 22 in 1886, and to 39 in 1914* This has been due 

to additional buildings, mors and better equipment,

better salaries, additional teachers, changes in the 

total valuation of property in the district, additional 

courses and greater activities on the part of the schools.

The Mdyville High School Alumni Association, 

which ms organised in 1889 , meets annually at commence­

ment time and gives a banquet to the graduating class.

This tradition is always looked upon as the outstanding 

event of the school year and the attendance is usually 

beyond the 200 mark. At the 1938 meeting a former 

Principal, J. A. Wiley, who headed the schools from 

1887 to 1890, was a guest of honor. In his address he 

noted seme o£ the changes that have case about in the 

theories of education since he was the principal at 

Mdyville, He Illustrated one theory by saying, "Today, 

if a boy does not like school the teacher switches his 

Interests, When I was Principal we really switched their 

interests,"

Before 1900 very little attention was given to 

the care of school records and as a result Mdyville has
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no records except those that are In the "Minutes" of 
the Board* People who have tried to establish their 

age for old age assistance and other purposes by school 

files hare been disappointed. ■

There is a grand old man in the public schools

who is almost a tradition. In 43 years he has watched

the children of three generations eater and leave school.
In July 1895 Albert ’’Sandy" Seeress was chosen by the

Board of Bduoatlon to replace A. Bose as Janitor and 
IT

he has served continuously since that time. His nearest

competitor in years of service to the school was JP. II.

Ipperson who for forty years was the Treasurer of the 
18 .

district.

The schools have been headed by 28 adminis­

trators in the past T8 years. Some of them stayed for

only a few months while others stayed long enough to 
19

bring the average tenure ef office to three years.

C, E. Baldwin was the Superintendent for fourteen years 

and has the honor of serving longer than any other person. 

Soring his administration the schools progressed very 

rapidly. As Publisher of the Eddyville Tribune and

Secretary of the Board of Muoatlom he is the most 

influential man in Mdyville today. His interests In 

young people and community affairs make him one of 

the town's most respected eitiaena.
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Eddyville School Auditorium-Gymnasium 
built in 1937-38 at a cost of

$30,000. Dedicated in May 
1938 by Robert E. 0’Brian

Secretary of State
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Most of the churches trace their history hack 

to the community building that Mdy built In 1843. It 

was there that the circuit riders preached to the mixed 

congregations. The ehurehes continued to use the 

building until each o£ them had their separate place 

at worship,

Key. B. A. Spaulding of the famous "Iowa

Bend," and Mr. Reed organized the Congregational Church, 
20

January 31, 1845. Rot. Spaulding was their minister

until relieved by Rev. G. B. Hitchcock in 1847. The

Long and Dunlap families were instrumental in tho

organization and success of the church. The Mdy

family deeded Lots 7 and 8 ef Block 24 to William H.

Dunlap to be hold in trust for the use of the Congre- 
21

gatlonal Church. It was on these lots, east of the

public square, that the first Congregational Church was

built. Hitoheoek who was pastor until 1854 deserves

much credit for the erection ef the building. "Rddy-

ville had a Joyful dedication January 8, 1853, Mr.
22

Spaulding of Ottumwa preaching the senaon.”

She articles of incorporation of the church 
23

were adopted August 5, 1853. Shis first building 

was sold to the Baptists in 1859 as it was too small 

for the growing congregation. They built a large 

frame building at the comer of Fifth and ELm Streets, 

the present location, which was dedicated April 7, 1864
24



The church was remodeled ana enlarged to Its present 

fora while A. 3. Kilbourne was the pastor.

Rev. John. X. Hutting who supervised the

building of the famed "Little Brown Church in the Tale”

was ordained and preached for a few months at Mdyrille 
25 .

in 1858.

She Sunday School was organized in 1845 with

William H. Dunlap being its first superintendent * a

post which he held for over twenty-two consecutive

years. It started with an enrollment of less than

twenty members and by 1866 it had an average attendance 
26

of 150.

Rev. Thomas Kirkpatrick was the first resident

pastor in Mdyville. He laid the foundation of Methodism

in 1844. The Methodists erected the first church in the

town cm the lots south of Dr. Trevert’s residence. This

small frame building was used until a large frame was

built on the present site. The first was erected in 
27

1848 and the second in 1862. The latter building burned 

in the fire of 1901 and was replaced by the present brisk. 

The Methodist Spiscopal Choreh was incorporated March 27, 

1852. The Board of Trustees was composed of James Hosier, 

Robert Cook, John Hcwell, Benjamin Anderson, Mwin 

MeHlhany and Lewis Scott. The Methodist Church has

the largest membership of all the Churches.
When Mdyville was first settled there was 

quite a number of Baptists in the community. They were
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organized under the leadership of Rev. Post. The 

Baptist a&nister is credited with the oovoaent that 

brought the mil to the town twice & week in 1848.

The Baptists purchased the Congregational Church in 

1859 and held services until after the Civil War. The 

size of the congregation dwindled and became inactive. 

Srae years later they reorganized and built the large

frame church which stands on the comer of Fourth and
29

Him Streets about 1895. The church is inactive at
the present time.

The Christian Church was organized after the 

Civil War. About seventy-five years ago they built 

their church on the present site. It has been remodeled, 

enlarged and modernized in recent years. It Is one of 

the aost active churches in the community.

The Saint Mary’s Catholic Church was organized

by Father John Hreekel in the 1850’s. It was originally

located on south Hiath Street where it was used as a
church and school during the Civil Bar. The present

church which is located across the street from the 
80

Congregational Church was built about 1880.

The German families who were of the Lutheran 

faith built a small brick church on the site south of 

the Wig Harding residence in 1854. Their congregation 

was small and after their pastor, Bev. J. G. Shafer, 

moved from the town they disbanded and sold their
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building to the Presbyterians. The latter group was

headed by Rev. Holliday until the organization became

inactive and was dissolved. The little church was

vacant, except for a tine when used by the Baptists,

until it was sold to the Adventists about forty years 
31

ago.

When the Adventists repaired the building 

they had purchased from the Presbyterians they opened 

the cornerstone which tradition credited with holding 

a bottle of sacrificial wine. The thirsty men that 

had gathered around were disappointed when they found 

that the stone gave up only an 1854 almanac, a church 

letter, a copy of the local paper and three copper 

cents. The Adventist membership was large for a number 

of years, but the church was soon empty again. The 

building was tom down a few years ago and the materials 

were used to build the house which le now the residence 

of Kenneth Powell.

Quite a number of Pella Hollanders came to 

live in and around Mdyville after 1908. They held 

services until their own church was built in the present 

Baptist Church. The Butch Reformed Church was built on 

north Third Street. Their building Is new, being built 

immediately after their first one burned a few years 

ago. Members of the Reformed Church are very active.



Ezra Meeker

Eddyville Churches in 1927
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chapter T

EARLY DOCTORS OF MDYVILLE

The first medical doctor to live In Mdyville 

was the pioneer practitioner William B. Boss who arrived 

thews in July, 1843. Boss and his family same from 

Burlington where he had been for many years an out­

standing citizen. At Burlington he helped organise Bes 

Moines County; was Clerk of the Circuit Court. County 

Treasurer and Recorder, Acting Postmaster in the only

posteffiee in the Territory, and the only physician as 
3

well as an operator of a dry goods and grocery store.

Upon arriving at Eddyville he assumed the role 

of leadership that he had carried out for ten years at 

Burlington. Boss was the first postmaster, having been

commissioned September 12. 1844. when the posteffiee
4

was established, a charter member of the Masonic Lodge 

and an agent for J. P. Bddy in “the sale of town lots.

In August, 1904, the Og^loosa Globe ran a 

story relative to the OK Settler’s Meeting at Mdyville 

which brought the following letter from the daughter of 

William and Matilda Boss. "Tracy, Iowa, August 29, 1906, 

Editors Globe: In reading an account of the old settlers 

reunion at Mdyville I noticed that my father’s name, Br. 

%a. B. Bess was not mentioned as one of the oK settlers, 

as hs was largely instrumental in building up the town
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In connection with Mr. J. P. Mdy, who was a fast friend, 

of ay father’s I thought I would mention a few things 

for your paper, My father moved his family from 

Burlington, Iowa, to Mdyville in July, 1843. Ify 

father’s house was the first house built in Mdyville, 

being a log house. Zt steed in Block 12, as he owned 

the block as well as several others in the town. Being 

a doctor he was kept quite busy as there was a great 

deal of ehills and fever in the early settling of Zewa.

He was often called to go miles to visit the sick and 

he had a great practice for many years. Mgr parents were 

among the first white children bom at Burlington, Iowa.
Z was bora on the seventh of April, 1834, so Z as one of 

the old pioneers too. My father helped to lay out the 

town of Burlington and waa the first doctor. He helped 

build the first church they had and was interested in 

building up the town. My parents have passed away 

several years ago. Z reside in Tracy, Marion County,
Iowa. Mrs. Haney (Boss) Hldlver."

Pr. James Hosier arrived in Mdyville in 

May, 1846, where he practiced medicine for over thirty 

years* As a public spirited san he promoted several 

enterprises for the benefit of the town. On the lots 

now occupied by the Standard Oil Station he built a two- 

story frame building which became his home and drug store. 

Hosier was the town’s mayor during the Civil War, a member
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of the Board, of Trustees of the Methodist Church, Presi­

dent of the Mdyville Toll Bridge Company, a oharter 

member of the Mdyville Mutual Institute, Secretary of 

the Odd Fellows Lodge, an early school director and. a 

man who always had the welfare of the people in his 

community activities.

She second doctor was Samuel Fish who came to 

the town in 1843 with his son, X. B. Fish, and lived in 

retirement. He was active in building the first library 

and school. Another «a, John Milton Fish, became the 

outstanding eltlxen of Bttdyvllle during the Civil Mar.

Probably the most interesting of aH the early 

medicos was Br. Francis H. Book. A few of the older 

oitixens romsMbaV the old doctor and have interesting 

tales to tell about him. Back built the two-story brick 

residence now occupied by L. V. Klein, In the attic of 

this house was found an account and cash-book whioh offers 

information that is pertinent to Mayville in his day.

In his ledger, dating from 1854 to 1870, he lists the 

names and accounts of almost 800 patrons who lived in 

and around Mdyville during that period. Many of them 

have descendants living in the community. The ledger 

includes a cash record, the accounts, names and relation­

ship of people, their residences, a number of medical 

concoctions and a record of his consultations with Brs. 

Shields and Cousins.
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k present day obstetrician will wonder how a 
doctor could boo one wealthy by driving into the country 

to give obstetrical attention for five dollars and in 

event he arrived too late he would fget from $1.50 to 

$3.00. Where instrumental delivery was necessary the 

fee was placed at $10.00, hat that method was seldom 

used. Where he was called to remove the placenta or 

in cases of abortion the fee was placed at half the 

price of regular delivery. Sometime® he increased the 

professional charges to $5.00 in such attention, bat 

in most Instances it was 52.50. For surgical service 

the fees ranged from 25< to $15.00. One dollar was 

the standard price for a professional call which in­

variably included a bottle of mediolne.

In the mixing of his medioines a great deal 

of faith was placed in the different forms of potassium 

which he used in at least fifty per cent of the mixtures.

In one formula of water and potassium sulphate he noted 

that it was "magical in its effect." In another where 

three forms of potassium were used in the treatment of 

acute gonorrhea he noted, ’always auecessful.’ His hair- 

dye was made of aoetas plumb I, lae sulphur and rose water.

br. Buck served the community in several official 

eapaeities as the town’s first mayor, an alderman, a member 

of the bridge ooopaiy and a founder of the Mutual Institute.
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W. S. Keller’s Eddyville Sand Plant and 
Fleet in World War Times.

Eddyville Band of 1869

Street Scene, Eddyville, Iowa.



CHAPTER 71

POLITICAL, COMMERCIAL AHD SOCIAL OBGOI2ATIOBS

The first bridge across the Des Moines Mver 

south of Lee Moines was built at Mdyville. Construction 

started soon after the incorporation of the Mayville 

Toll Bridge Company April 15, 1855. Bor several years 

there had been orach agitation for a bridge to care for 

the ever increasing travel on the route between Burlington 

and Council Bluffs. Too often the river was too deep for 

fording and the facilities of the ferry were very limited. 

In either ease there was considerable delay and confusion 

for those that had to cross the river.

About the same tine that the plank road fever 

was at its peak in Iowa the people in the vicinity at 

Eddyville were devising plans to bridge the river. In 

1850 a group of prominent sen called a mass meeting at 

Mdyville to consider the feasibility of building a toll 

bridge, but nothing more than the creating of public 

interest in favor of the project was accomplished. Mve 

years later the people formed the Toll Bridge Company 

with a capital stock of $50,000.00 and began construction. 

Everyone seemed to have a lot of enthusiasm but little 

money to invest. Stoy of the signers of tho articles 

of Incorporation failed to give their financial support 

and the burden of raising the money fell to a few 

interested, citizens and the town.
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Encineer S. Dalton ». Clark of Springfield, 

Illinois, recalled the building of the bridge when he 

wrote In 1906: . Fifty years ago last June I landed

in Eddyville to construct the bridge crossing the beautiful 

Dos Moines. The bridge was located at the wrong place, 

and I had many embarasaments to encounter, I have 

learned an iron bridge has been constructed south of the 

old site, and the old bridge discarded. When I went to 

Eddyville it was mostly by stage and was 24 hours from 

Burlington, I passed through Ottumwa by daylight. Then 

it did not require a millionaire to buy the whole town.

I learn it is a flourishing town now.*

The Toll Bridge Company gave the contract of 

construction to Stone, Bromer and Brylngton who com­

pleted the bridge that was dedicated with a rousing 

celebration May 12, 1858. The east double span was built

on a round pier from which a drawbridge would awing open
5.

to let the steamboats through. On the truss above the 

drawbridge was the warning sign,"Five dollars fine this 

bridge to pass faster than a walk with horse mule or ass."

When boats no longer plyed the river the pier was made .■ <•
solid and the drawbridge feature eliminated.

Frank Cawley was the last toll-keeper when the

ice gorge and high water of 1885 destroyed the bridge.

Until the present bridge was built In 1887 the river was

crossed by means of a ferry operated by "Shanty* Sparks.

Sparks named the ferry "Maria Halpin* in commemoration of 
4

G-rover Cleveland’s campaign sweetheart.
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The people of Mayville had to wait until ten 

years after the torn was laid out before having Hie 
advantages of a newspaper. They knew of papers in 

smaller toms and were anxious to have one of their own. 
So one wass willing to establish a paper alone so the 

people formed a company and incorporated the Sdirrille 

free ffress July IS. 1853.

J. 1. Morris was selected to be the editor 

and the first paper was published Thursday, August 11,
• ■ ■ . ' ‘ -S' . ’ . . '

1853* The stockholders were ambers &£ both Whig and 

Beaocratio Parties whioh caused the paper to be neutral 

in polities* Morris left the free gresa to become 

associate editor of the Bes Moines Courier at Ottumwa.

Morris was succeeded by J* 7* Meeker who was 

the editor until 1856. The paper then came under the 

management of Benjamin H. Balmer and editor William H. 

Allison. Palmer changed the name te the Commercial and 

it was thus known until late in 1859. Palmer published 

all the notices, proclamations and other items as 

authorized by the city council.
*S» the first issue of- the free Breaa the editor 

estimated that the business transact ions, for idle year 

previous to the edition, of the town amounted to at least 

$100,000.

The oldest lodge is the Independent Order of 

Odd fellows So. 26. The lodge was organized July 5, 1850,
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granted a charter July 18, I860, and was Incorporated
8 ■> •>

December 51, 1855. The charter ambers were William 

H. Dunlap, William B. Shepard, 7. H. Buck, John Kline, 
John Sewell, Thomas K, Sewell and Walter H. Cross, At 

the time of incorporation James loaler was the Secretary 

and. J. T. iieoker was Hoble Grand. At present the lay 

lodge is headed by <» H. Stuber, M. G,, and J. A.

Soberts, S. S.

The Mdyville Masonic lodge. So. 74, A. 7. 4

A. M«, was created June 8, 1855, and granted a charter

at Oskaloosa June 4, 1854. James M. Stale was Secretary

and J. J. Garwood the W. M. when the articles of ln~
9

sorporatlon were filed for record June 22, 1841. Dr.

7. M. McCrea, 1. A. Mater and Balsex Heki hare been the 

only members of the local lodge with more than fifty 

years as a Mason. The lodge claims the distinction of 

haring had, from the standpoint of years as a Mason, 
the oldest Mason at the time of the death of Balser Held. 

Hski was a charter member of the lodge in 1855 and was a 

Mason until his death, thirteen days before he would hare 

beeome 96 years of age, in 1912. Before oosiing to Mdy- 

rille he had joined the lodge in Springfield, Illinois, 

a few days before he was 21 years old. His seventy-five 

year record as a Mason was not disputed.
In 1957 the officers were C. B. Baldwin, W. M.,

A. 13. Gray, S» W», G. B. Chord, J* W. and 1. W. Klein,



Drum Corps taken September 24,1895 
at the reunion of the 56th Iowa Regiment

S. P. Crosson and his crew as they built the first 
concrete rural highway in Iowa In 1908
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Secretary. On January 1, 1923, the total membership

of the lodge had. reached. 478.

The first rural cement highway in Iowa was 

built at XSdyrille in 1906 and. after thirty years of 

serriee is still in good, condition. For many years 

the farmers and haulers using the prairie road were 

handicapped by a quarter-mile stretch of deep sand 

which nade the road almost impassible except when the 

ground was fkosen. Being sn important read something 

had te be done to make It passable.

After the flood of 1903 had carried away the 

wood sidewalks of the town the people began replacing 

them with those of concrete. Someone had the idea that 

a re-enforced sidewalk, heavy enough to carry the loads 

of hay to pass, would. be the means of solving the road 

problea. The idea seemed good and soon afterward Jim 

Wylie, Jay Oldham, Charles Oldham and a number of other 

farmers subscribed several hundred dollars in work, raised 

several hundred dollars among business men, and induced 

the Mahaska County Board of Supervisors to donate $500.00 

worth of cement.
Jia Wylie was chosen te supervise the con­

struction of the road and the contract for the paving 

was let to S. ?. Crosscai. The rubble stone for the 

foundation was obtained from John Lafferty’s quarry and 

the gravel from the river. During the construction and
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made regular Inspection, trips to the project to see how 

well the concrete road was functioning. The first strip 

was almost six hundred feet long and eighteen feet wide* 

In 1911 and 1915 the road was completed into town*

Baring the Spanish-American War the citizens 

made up a purse of money ***& sent M*il**o Johnson, Otis 

Terrell, William 1* Brown, George Myers, Jr., Clinton 

Soberts and Charles Vance to Iowa City for army exami­

nations* The first four listed were accepted and en­

rolled in Company G at Ottumwa* They were sent to

Jacksonville, Merida, where they were In camp until 
11

mustered out at Bes Moines.

Terrell and Brown are the surviving veterans * 

Terrell lives in Bes Koines while Brown lives with his 

mother on a farm oast of Mdyville* The late Henry 

Surbuer was a veteran of the same war and Memorial 

serrlees are held over his grave In the same manner as 

are held over the graves of the veterans of the Civil 

and World Kars.
Baring the World War the community sent a total 

12
of 129 soldiers and sailors into service, four of whom 

lost their lives. A monument has been erected In the 

public park In menory ofI. and M Ilnderman, Wells 
Bescoe, and Samuel G. Allison. The American legion Post 

was organized August 10, 1920, and is named in honor of



J. 1. and M Idaderman. The Service Star legion was

organized the same year.

Many people have a lot of satisfaction in

Snowing that Sara Hooker, pioneer of the Oregon. Trail,

and the only man to go over that route both ways by oi- 

team, train, auto and airplane once lived in Mdyville.

His brother, J, V. Meeker, was an editor of the ffree

and he still has cousins living in Mdyville,

Ezra Meeker, son of Oliver Meeker, came to

Mdyville with his young bride in the fall of 1851 and 
IS

remained until after their son was born in 1852, He

was then outfitted his ox-teaa, Joined one of the wagon-

trains and started west over the eld Oregon Trail to

Oregon where he wade his home at The Dalles. In January

1906 he started bask over the trail to mark it at various 
14

places and to sell souvenirs along the way.

The Tribune kept Its readers informed of the

trek by reprinting stories that western papers carried 

relative to Meeker’s visit to that particular city. When 

he reaehed Mdyville he stayed two days visiting his 

relatives and entertaining the crowds that gathered 

about his ox-drawn wagon.
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Charter members of John Wilcox Post Ko. 138, G. A. R.:

F. M, Epperson, H. G. True, B. H. Hudson, A, M. 

Lafferty, Silas Chase, J. C. Logan, William Allison,

B. M, Youig, W. A. Mwards, William Spenser, J. M. 

Welsh, H. C. Boomer, Hiram JteKlm, f, R. Barnett,

3, P, Toto&n, V, L. Palmer, W. A. York, John 

Xirkpatriek, J. M. Ryan, H, M. Sparks, B. B. He3riL,

J. Free, J. Wager, 3. Stewart, B. V. Ward, 0, H. 

fanes, J. B. Muamert, and E. G. Wellman.

Eddyville men lost during the Civil War!

W. P, Shipley, C. L. Ladd, C. Moulton, William 

McKissic, D. Gushwa, Samuel Hughes, I. Gump son,

Charles A. Michael, James MeBonell, Homer C. Gibbs, 

Gabriel Betonls, David Bennie, William Bradley,

Thomas Fullerton, Thomas McKissic, John Pickrell, 

Justice Stauber, John Marshall, P. W. Baker, J. F. 

Watkins, H. Warner, A, C. Field, Theodore Woe,

Zebulon Pike, John Scott, J. Barber, A. Morton,

S, A. Warner, J. W. Woodruff, John Secrist, James 

Secrist, T, J. Burgolne, Benjamin F. Crispin, Courtlan 

Brown, William E. MeGouagel, Charles Gardner,’ John 

Walters, Abner Barnard, Serg. J. C. Stoddard, Charles 

Starkey, K. B, Gordon, Captain, T. B. Hale, Louis 

ifycrs, James Mattoon, William Warner, Thomas Reed,

Leri M, Mathews, Charles Andrus, H, H. Lyman, A, W.
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lyman, H. G. lyman, Peter Stuber, G. W. Hielly, 

Mlohael Kirfnan, William P, Kirfman, Thomas 8. Robb, 

Woyes Chisnan, Robert B, Miller, William Martin, 

William H. Mayers, Jacob Brown, Isaac Stanley,

Henry C. Gordon, Thomas R. Robb, Robert Fullerton, 

William Roes, William L. Myrlok, XLlas Whited,

Woman Terrell, William A. Heaecek, James Bolin,

R. X, Clark, Thomas P. Gray, C. R. Klncade, Hiram 

R. Wolf, Henry G. Wolf, Alexander Sackett and 

J, C. HsRole.

Superintendents ef Bddyrille Schools:

John Piper, 1361-1868; Mrs. Hall, 1868-1869;

W. H. Homer, 1869-1873; Abe X. Markol, 1873-1876; 

Mrs. M. M. Manger, 1876-1877; A. Messer, 1377-1878; 

J.H. Pickett, 1878-1879; Abe R. Markol, 1379-1880; 

Miss A. C. Latham, 1880-1881; William H. Xleok, 

1881-1888; L» M. Johnson, 1882-1884; A. C. Hancock, 

1884-1885; John G* Thompson, 1885-1887; J. A. Wiley, 

1887-1890; M. R. Hayes, 1890-1892; J. S. Me&ahan, 

1898-1893; W. 5. Taylor and Prank S. Thompson, 

1893-1894; Prank S. Thompson, 1894-1900; X. X. Xkost, 

1900-1901; Joseph Parks, 1901-1904; L. P. Breeden, 

1904-1905; J. A. Yeager, 1905-1908; Frederick C. 

Wildes, i yr., 1908-1909; Miss I&ua Wye, 1909-1919; 

dark X. Baldwin, 1919-1933; Charles X. Lowers, 

1933-1936; and 1. C. Taylor, 1936-1938.
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Signers of the Art io lea ef Jaa»OT^QT&1Aoa, ef the Eddyville 
Toll Bridge Company:

James Hosier, W. C, Herrin, J. H. Benedict,

Homer D. Ives, William H. Dunlap, I. L. Smith, 

Francis H. Buck, I, H. Scribner, F, B. Colter,

». B. Gardner, John M. Fish, W. W. isos.

Butcher and Cox, Lewie Scott, Lewis Scott and 

Co., John Howell, Stephen Boberts and Bro,

Charter Members of Mdyville Lodge Ho, 76, A, F. 4 A. M, : 

William Thompson, W. M.t Solomon Jenkins, S. W.,f 

Strange Brooks, J. W., John B. Fike, Thomas C,

Ogden, Zebulon W. Fike, Joseph Sherrod, James 

Cline, William Black, Peter Francis, Balmer Heki, 

William B. Boss, Leonidas Thompson, J, B, Biller, 

Montgomery Fike, William Cox, James Sherrod,

H. H. Grover, William McFherrin, James Boiler, 

Sbensser L. Smith, Isaac Shields and G. W, Black,

Founders of Mdyville Mutual Institute:

Dr. James Hosier, Dr. Samuel Fish, George B, 

Hitchcock, Walter Clement, Homer D, Ives,

J, H. Benedict, J. B. Morgan, Robert Cook,

William H. Dunlap, J. E. Waldrige, T. W. Hosier, 

Thomas Hewell, and Francis H. Buck.
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X portion of the tom plat In 1851:

Walter Clement, who surveyed the town and drew up the 
original plat, bought lot 1 Block 2 for $50.00, and. 
thereon built a log house. She last building on the lot 
was the one owned, by 0. H. Seifert whioh housed the post­
office when It burned in 192?. She lot Is now a small park.

In 1843, J. H. Benedict built the first saw mill In the 
vicinity of Eddyville on the lots Just north of the High­
way. Conmission Building. X grist mill was added four 
years later.
On the lot now occupied by Madonna Scott, Xlfred "Deaeon* 
Trim had a woodworking and furniture shop. .

Henry H. Groves lived on the corner where Dr. Bppie McCrea 
has her home.
Homer D. Ives, Eddyville's first lawyer and city attorney, 
had his office in a log house on the corner where Clint 
Roberts had his store until 1934. The site was occupied 
by the Pausnaugh and Hall store in 1904.

George V. Surbaugh’s smithy was located on the corner 
where Phillip Scott now has his Blacksmith shop. Surbaugh 
had learned the trade of his father in Virginia, near 
Harper's Perry. His residence was on Dot 4 Block 2.

David Campbell, an early school director, owned Dots 7 
and 8 Block 17.

J. H. MeHamee established the first pottery on the north­
west comer of the Benedict Block. His residence was In 
the same block. Holland Benedict built the first three- 
story building on the southwest earner. The brick ware­
house was torn down after the Civil War.

On the lots back of the Tribune office Dr. P. H. Buck and Dr. William R. Ross SiTOr offices. Buck's office 
was moved to the lot now occupied by McCombs Grocery.

Behind the present City Hall, Dot 7 Block 2, was the 
store &£ Michael Welch. His residence was on the alley 
north of the store.
William "Uncle Billy" Muamert had his residence and tailor 
Shop south of Piah and Dunlap's store, in Block 4.
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South of the tailor shop was the famous structure known 
far and wide as "The Old 10G1’, Zt was first used as a 
store and later as a printing shop, Baring tho era of 
steaaboating it was the rendezvous of all those vdio were 
interested in a brothel, saloon or gambling house.

In 1846 Jonathan Morgan purchased Lot 4 Block 6 which was 
a highly-prized location. Today it is a weed patch along 
the river.

Lot 2 in Block 5 was an excellent location in early 
Mdyville. The last serviee
ice-house stood on it until a few years ago. The let was 
purchased by Adam Betriok of Logan County, Ohio, in 1847.

David A. Bekerson purchased Lot 6 Block 11 and erected 
a dwelling whieh he sold to J. P. Eddy for $200.00.
Jacob Holbrook bought Lot 4 in the same bloek in 1848,

Harrison Workman, Justice of the Peace, was deeded Lot 
5 Block 3 January 13, 1845 far $100.00.

The first building used solely for church purposes was 
the Methodist Spiseepal Church erected on Bloek 16 in 
1848. The frame building was loeated on the lot which 
is now between the residence ef Br. W, V, Frevert and 
the office of Br. F. B. Vance.

The southwest ouarter of Block 12 was eollogu&lly known 
as "Hell’s Half Acre". Over a large cave was built a 
store and saloon* The eave is now owned by Halve Powers, 
and it is all that remains of the hay-dey of Hell’s Half 
Acre,
The first frame house built in the to,m was erected by 
J. P. Sidy on the northwest comer lot of the bloek 
where 0.1. Lind lived in 1906, It was a two-story 
frame and for a long time the upper floor was used as a 
lodge room by the Odd Fellows, Masons and Good.Templers. 
The building was familiarly known as the Mdy barracks. 
Homer B. Ives finally bought the house and moved it up 
on the lot where Saemeysr’s Garage now stands. The 
building burned in 1901.

The house in which Frederick Johnston, Jr. lives is cue 
of the oldest buildings in Mdyville, William Cox and 
Biehard Butcher used it as a store in 1846, It became 
the home of V, H, Scribner after he purchased it in 1850,
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Eddyville Business Pirns in 1865:

Robert W. Boyd and John 0. Wilson were insurance 

agents; John K. Pish & W, B, Wightman were dealers 

in agriculture implements; Beriben Binder and. Joseph

C. Black were the town bakers; John Byen, Brestly 

T. Blwards, A, Poster Pairs hlld, James B. Thompson,

J* T. Wylie, Lemuel Briggs, and James Boyd were

the blacksmiths; William >» Broderick & C. Walton, .

Henry C. Goldbaek and Charles lots were boot and
< ♦ . * »

shoe manufacturers yw* deal ere« *

Smith and Cresson were the brick manufacturers;
i e *

Plavel Gaylord, William Schaefer and Hicholas Pessler 

were cabinet manufacturers and dealers; Levi Baldwin, 

Bavid Gwin, A. J* Odea, Lamed brothers, Isaac
J t '■ .4 ,

Meeker and Thomas Walker were the carpenters and 

builders; Timothy Jennings was a manufacturer of 

wagons and carriages; A, W* Haines, Presbyterian, 
David lane. Congregational, L. T. Bowley, Methodist, 

and John 0. Wilson, Baptist, were the clergymen of 

the town,

Porsha brothers and Stanley were the clothiers; 

Samuel Gander was the only cooper; John L, Moore,

D, W, McMavmus, and Washington B» Scott were the 

druggists; William H. Dunlap, Stiles B, Porsha, 

Alexander L* Porsha, Isaac M, Stanley, Mwln Manning 

and Samuel T* Caldwell were the dry goods merchants*



* V

Jotoa. Gish ami James Henlek were the proprietors of the 

Valley Flour Kills; William H. Punlap, Alexander X.
Dunn, X. Y. Kime, James W. Stockwell, A. P. Mintonye, 

and Michael Welch operated general stores; John W.
Faxon, William H, long, Thomas H. Scott, Charles S. 

Parsons, Samuel B. Paylor, Isaac Shields and John 

Cole operated grocery stores; John M. Fish and 

Charles B. Hewitt sold hardware and cutlery; John 

J. Schott was the dealer in hides, pelts and wool;

W. W. Amos was the proprietor of the Amos House;

Andrew Cowan aM Son operated the Slsmmans House;

Joseph Work and James H. Pointer managed the Halon 

House. »

Homer >» Ires was the only lawyer; Walter H.

Cross, Johnson, Harvey and James operated the livery 

stables; Sdward J. XoGavte, W. Wray and William McCavlo, 

and J# W. Scroggs were lumber dealers; Merrill J. 

Haseltine and William S. Stoneaker were dealers and 

operators of the marble works; James Beeves owned the 

meat market; Miss S< B. Benson and Mrs. W. S. Cress 

were the term’s milliners and dealers in millinery 

goods; Aaron Xelick published the Muyvillo Start Austin 

Grey was the nurserymen; John X, Wilson, Benjamin 

Kgsleston and Bather Barker operated the packing plant 

and slaughter house.



Bagene F. Lorcsaus and Robert M. Kemp operated, 

the photograph gallery; John Beal, F, H. Book, John 

H. Frey, and Janes Hosier were the ts«st*s physiolans 

and srurgeons; George W» Surhaugh and Joseph B. Phillips 

aanaft.ctured plows; Andrew Seifert, John M. Fish 

and Zaohariah Grouh were saddle and harness raanu* 

faoturers; William Parker operated the saloon; Henry 

F. Ban did the tailoring; Joseph Ferry manufactured 

wagons; Lenrsrett X, Barker had a Jewelry store; Joseph 

H, Benedict was & wool carder and a manufacturer of 

woolen goods; Biehard Butcher and William Cox were 

dealers In wool as well as other products.

Charter Members of Saights of Pythias ledge:
Grant Cowley, G. V, Bullock, C. Boulton, J • Q.

Thompson, ®, B. Gg&en, J, X* Sehee, J. F. Ollrer,

A. A. Seifert, W. £• Hindman, H. W. Belong, C. L.

Phillips, G. S. Gibson, A. L» McMahan, S, W.

Harding, R. J. Oldham, C. J. Veils, W. J. Boyd,

J. X, Kassart, David Ogden, L. 1« McCord, T, J,

Williams, J. R. Snssart, J. J. Mintany©, William

Roberts, J. S. lloiiahan, v». F» Bums, 0. W,

Mathews , F. W. Pals, C. L, Myrlok, C. X. Hoopes,

M* B. Crosson, J. L. Moore, Jack Williams, M
Leggett and J. B. Selson.



Portions of the "General Bill” as recorded in J . P. Mdy’s 
Account Book, Ottumwa Public library:

27 beeves ® $35.00 - $935.00; Bspenscs of Hard 

Pish to Burlington $26.25; Scpenses for waggons 

and horses 10 days, $30.00; 75 blankets ® $5.50

$407.00; 5 horses $500.00; 2 males $200.00;

By the Proffit 1 dost, shells $36.00; By Hard 

Pish 13 pr. blankets G $7.00 - $91.00; three 

barrels flour $24.00; 1 balloek $30.00; 1 hog

dressed $7.50; 40 loaves of bread $4.00; 100# 

powder $75.00; 1 box for the dead $7.50; 25 

strings wampum $1.25; Patterson’s beef bill 

$86.50; 48 lbs. Vermillion • $4.00 • $192.00.

Members of Mdyville Band ef 1869 as shown in picture:

Top row: Bam Van Hess. William Goodman, Daniel 

Van Bess, John Keetor, J. H. True.
Seated: left to right, William Gaylord,

Daniel Hazelton, George Johnson, Arnold Johnson, 
Sr., (father of George Johnson)

i
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Letter by Mrs. Sarah Morris to the Mayville Tribune. 
August 24, 1906:

"I noticed in the Tribune the history of the 
old settlers that same at a very early date and I also 
noticed a few errors. Mr. H. II. Scribner, ay father, 
built the first house in Mayville. Xt was a four-room, 
hewed log, two story house on the lot between John Myan 
and Miss B. Johnson. This was built in the spring of 
1843. Mr. Eddy built his house of lusher. X remember 
when Eddy built his house on the lot Just South of where 
Amos Gray lives now. As the lusher haft to be hauled from 
Xeokuk or Burlington, it was mors than a year before the 
house was completed. Mr. Eddy was an Indian trader and 
had his trading post about a mile south of town. He had 
a clerk by the name of Ban Hodge. John B. Gray lived 
over the river but the family did not ooms till later 
in the summer. X saw them cross the river as they were 
going over to their home. Mr. Wylie and Caldwell were 
here when we same, but they had just been here a few days.

The year 1850, my father bought the house and 
two lots where Mrs. James Boyd now lives and the house 
on the comer was partly finished. My father finished 
the house, it was used as a hotel and known as the Talley 
House. He bought the houses of a man by the name of Sam 
Hoon (no "Col" to it), he left Eddyville for California 
to dig gold. X want to say right here that my father,
M. H. Scribner, gave the ground where the old grave 
yard is to Eddyville for a grave yard. There were only 
two families here when we same to Mdyville. Their 
names were Tucker and Cray. This Mr. Cray was Abigail 
Cray’s father-in-law. This town was an Indian town, we 
lived in wigwams until our houses were finished.

Respectfully, Mrs. Sarah Morris.”

Editor’s Motes:
"Mr. Eddy’s house was the first frame house. The lumber 
was hauled from Burlington.
The Old Settler’s ehair went to Mrs. Abigail Cray and Mrs. 
Barber, daughters of John >• Cray, as the earliest settler 
in attendance at the meeting. The committee having been 
informed that John B. Cray and family came here in Movaaber 
1842. Mr. J. T. lylie eame here April 25, 1843.

The name of the original proprietor of the Talley House 
was given to me as Calhoon. A second informant gave it 
to me as Mrs. Morris has it, Hoon. I enquired of three 
or four others as to which was correct and they gave it 
to me as Calhoun, so that is the way I put It.



The old graveyard was given In trust to the three acting 
trustees of Harrison township, the last surviving being 
J. T. Wylie who transferred control thereof to the ladies 
Highland Cemetery Association, whose seal and good work, 
the past dozen years, has rescued it from weeds and neglect 
and transformed it into a last resting plaee most desir­
able and beautiful."

letter by Mrs. Abigail Cray to the Mdyville Tribune. 
September £5, 190€:

Albia, Xowa, Sept. 25, 1906

Mr. Hugo Seifert: In reading the article in the Mdyville 
Tribune of August 24th, headed * Correction to Mdyville 
History” and signed by Mrs. Sarah Morris, she says that 
John B. Gray lived over the river and that the family did 
not come over till later in the summer. It is true that 
he lived over the river after the first day of May, 1345, 
at which time he took his family all with him onto his 
claim in what is now Monroe County.

H«r statement that the family did not come till later in 
the summer is no doubt due to her misunderstanding her in­
formant at some time when she saw us cross the river during 
the summer, for my father was in the habit of taking his 
family with him to Mdyville. X will relate one incident 
that occurred at the time of one of these visits. It was 
the death of a little girl, the first death X had seen.
The girl was lying on a bark bed in one of those bark 
houses that had been vacated by the Indians. The people*s 
name was Tilly. X remember them well for they moved from 
Mdyville onto a claim west of where we lived. They had 
another daughter named Elizabeth. I remember the name Ban 
Hudge, and have seen the man named Sam Hoon. X remember 
the persons that Mrs. Morris named, viz., Messrs. Caldwell, 
Wylie, and Scribner, and a good many others that were not 
mentioned in the paper. In Mdyville there was hr. Boss, 
Jia and Sam Vance, a John Morgan, and a man named Gross 
and one Corosson. There were three Boberts brothers. On 
the vest side of the river there were Scott Steele, a Mr. 
Meeker, a Mr. Crain, a Meddy Bavls, a Mr. Beedle, and Ma. 
McKinney, and lots of others. Alfred Wilson, who married 
Mary Arax Steele in 1844, was here in 1843.

X will give a little history of John B. Gray and family 
prior to and during their moving to the place that is now 
Mdyville, and onto the claim in what is now Monroe County. 
In the early fall ef 1842 we were residing in Illinois, 
where my father had been selling goods. He also had some 
interest in a turning lathe and furniture establishment.
We had relatives in Burlington, Agency City, and the plaee
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known as Mayville. Xa ay father’s preparation to change 
his place of residence he visited the places named, taking 
his family with him. At Agency City my mother’s brother- 
in-law named Sturdevant, who was a gunsmith for the See 
and Fox Indians, resided, so as we stopped there. From 
there we came to Mdyville to visit another one at my 
nother’s sisters. Her husband’s name was Fa. Mellvaln.
He was employed by Mr. Mdy. They lived in Mr. May’s 
double log house situated a short distance below the 
Indian village in plain view of the village. My mother 
and Aunt MeXlvain went to the village taking myself and 
two younger sisters with them. We went into some of the 
houses, They were built by setting poles into the ground 
with a horizontal pole attached to them to form the frame, 
and covered with bark peeled from elm trees. Some of the 
houses had steep roofs formed by a comb pole and covered 
with bark. For beds they had stakes set in the ground 
with horizontal poles attached to them and the side poles 
of the frame of the house, and bark laid on, forming a shelf 
or platform against the inside of the house. The floor was 
of sand. The houses were deserted Whan we were there except 
for fleas and there was evidence of other vermin in the 
cast-off leggins and other garments that they had left 
behind when the Indians had gone into winter quarters.
While visiting at Mr. Mellvaln* s we met Mrs. Mdy and her 
daughter* Manilla • This was In October, 1842, when my 
parents came to the Mississippi Biver to make preparations 
for my father’s winter sojourn and business in Mdyville, 
leaving us children with our Aunt and her neighbors. There 
was a man named Stricklin in some wav associated with Mr. 
Sturtevant. My parents returned to Agency Me first week 
in Sovember on their way to Mdyville. The weather was 
very threatening cm that eold day in Hovember and the 
snow was falling on us sometime before we reached that 
little log house there on the Muehakineeh, in the edge 
at the woods, with a clearing in front of the house Mere 
the Indians had raised com. There was plenty of skinned 
trees, from which the Indians had taken the bark, in view 
from the house.

I remember how frightened we were when the Indians would 
pass by riding so fast and Mooping so loud, and how un­
comfortable we felt when they would crowd into the house 
to look at the goods and make purchases, and how sometimes 
all the food would be given to the Indians if they happened 
in Men Mother was preparing a meal or had one ready. I 
have seen father sell them bars of lead and mold bullets 
for them. There was no goods kept only such &» was suitable 
for the Indians, such as blankets, ealloo shirts, bright 
colored braid for wrapping the hair, and leggins and 
ammunition. Father made frequent trips to the Mississippi 
river to bring supplies for the trade and his own use.
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At such times we felt timid., as we had no protection hut 
a sixteen year old boy father had taken to raise, There 
were two men with us when we arrived at that log house 
in Sovember 1842. they were at our house one other time 
during the winter, and in the spring they helped father 
build his house, and they end some Indians helped them 
cross the river. To do this they went up the river above 
the Steele place to land so as to avoid crossing any 
streams, they took the wagons apart and took them one 
piece at a time and his other property, as much as the 
canoes would hold, They swam the stock across, so that 
you could readily see that anyone living in Mdyville 
could not have seen us eroes the river the first time we 
went to our home on the first day of May 1843. I have 
lived in Iowa continuously sinee that date, and in Monroe 
County until after I was married on December 18, 1853, so 
I am entitled to the distinetion of being fifty years 
married in Monroe County, Iowa.

The Mr. Gray who Mrs. Morris mentioned was my husband’s 
father, bat I never saw him for we left Hddyville the 
first day of May and they arrived the second of July.
I will relate a few, incidents of the winter of 1842-43.
On one oeeasion my father was in the woods, and for some 
reason the Indians took his gun from him and kept it for 
several days. He made several visits before they consented 
to let him have it . 1 knew it caused him a great deal of
anxiety, and finally when there was a time set for him to 
have it he took me with him to the camp, and I remember 
how glad mother was when we returned.
Another time X went with father to a wigwam (tent). There 
was a sick child in the tent. When we came in sight of the 
tent there was an Indian coming out of the tent in great 
haste. He climbed up to the opening for smoke as fast as he 
could and covered the smoke hole. When we went into the 
tent the child was dead. I did not see the child but saw 
the Indians pass to and from an inelosure of some kind, 
hid from the main view by a curtain of matting of some sort. 
There was a considerable commotion among them, My parents 
said that the place was covered to keep the spirit back,

My mother and some of the squaws got an borrowing terms and 
bartered such things as they had to exchange. We got dried 
corn from them, and we still have some bowls made of knots 
from trees. They were very hard and smooth. She squaws 
would get our iron kettle to wash vzith. They would make 
their fire in the ice, cut a hole in the lee to get water 
from, and do the washing on the lee. We used to watch the 
little Indian boys shoot birds and practice with their darts, 
and a long slender rod shaved down very limber, with a ball
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made on one end by cutting away the wood of the handle to 
the required thickness and elasticity. They would throw it 
in a circular, swinging motion. The field in front of our 
house was a popular plaee for practice.
Besides the regular burying grounds there were other graves 
scattered around, some hung up in trees stapled to pieces of 
bark, some leaned against trees, and some put into the ground 
in a slightly inclined position, but all wrapped in some­
thing that covered them from view. There was one tree in 
Mdyville hung fall of beads of all colors and sizes. There 
was a platform up in the tree with a dead Indian on it.
I have only mentioned such things as would appeal to a 
child’s feelings, and especially of fear, but 2 now believe 
the Indians had nothing but friendly designs toward us not­
withstanding our fear, For on one occasion came into the 
yard where mother was and for some reason mother said 
’r?-aokacheen (go off}. One of the squaws picked up a piece 
of bark and motioned to strike. The bark broke, striking 
mother on the cheek and causing blood to flow. The soruaw 
immediately tried to show that she was sorry and didn’t 
mean to fight.

They visited us after we were on our claim as late as the 
winter of 1844, 2 know the date because it was after my
oldest brother was bora, which was in September 1844* He 
was crying with the colic. The squaw took him and put him 
under her blanket and in a few minutes he was quietly 
sleeping. (Mrs.) Abigail Gray

Myself and sister wish to express our thanks to the 
Mdyville Old Settlers Association for their generosity in 
bestowing rewards, and the committee for their gentlemanly 
manner in carrying oat their wishes.

Abigail Gray 
Mary F. Barber"

Eddy’s receipt for payment of land on which became the site 
of Mdyville. Recorded in Wapello County Records:
United States

to Certificate Bo. 10819 Receiver’s Office at Fairfield 
Jabish F. Mdy Iowa Territory October 10, 1844

Received from Jabiah Shilips Mdy of Wapello County Iowa 
the sum of one hundred and sixty-one dollars and eighty- 
five cents, being in fall for the Worth West fractional 
quarter of the Section Be. 6 in Township Bo. 73 Borth of 
range Bo, IS west containing one hundred and twenty-nine 
acres and forty-eight hundredths at $1.25 per acre.
$161.85 Duplicate Samuel J. Bayard, Receiver

Filed for record February
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